
Saint Gregory the Great (c. 540–604) was one of the most
influential popes in the history of the Catholic Church. Born
into a wealthy and noble Roman family in Rome, Gregory
grew up during a time of political unrest and disease. His
family was closely connected to the Church. His great-great-
grandfather was Pope Felix III, and his mother, Saint Silvia,
is honored as a saint.

Gregory received an excellent education and became an
expert in law and government. At just thirty-three years old,
he was appointed Prefect of Rome, one of the highest
offices in the city. After his father’s death, Gregory left
public life and dedicated himself entirely to God. He
converted his family home into a monastery, now known as
San Gregorio Magno al Celio, and embraced the monastic
life.

His wisdom and leadership led Pope Pelagius II to appoint
him as a papal ambassador to Constantinople. When Pope
Pelagius died in 590, Gregory was elected pope by popular
acclaim. Although he preferred the quiet life of a monk, he
humbly accepted the responsibility of leading the Church.

As pope, Gregory became known for his care for the poor.
During a severe famine in Rome, he ordered Church
resources to be used to feed the hungry and instructed
clergy to seek out and assist those in need.

Gregory also strengthened the Church’s missionary efforts.
In 597, he sent Saint Augustine of Canterbury to England,
helping bring Christianity to the Anglo-Saxons. He reformed
the liturgy, encouraged sacred music traditionally
associated with Gregorian Chant, and wrote influential
works that earned him the title Doctor of the Church.

Widely regarded as the first great medieval pope, Gregory
died in 604. He remains a model of humility, service, and
faithful leadership and is the patron saint of teachers,
students, musicians, and singers.

Patron Saint of Musicians, Singers, Students, Teachers, and Popes.
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Feast Day: September 3rd

Did You Know?

When Saint Gregory
became pope, he chose to
call himself "Servant of the
Servants of God." This title

showed that true
leadership means serving
others. More than 1,400

years later, popes still use
this title today.


	St. Gregory the Great
	Feast Day: September 3rd
	Patron Saint of Musicians, Singers, Students, Teachers, and Popes.
	Saint Gregory the Great (c. 540–604) was one of the most influential popes in the history of the Catholic Church. Born into a wealthy and noble Roman family in Rome, Gregory grew up during a time of political unrest and disease. His family was closely connected to the Church. His great-great-grandfather was Pope Felix III, and his mother, Saint Silvia, is honored as a saint.
	Gregory received an excellent education and became an expert in law and government. At just thirty-three years old, he was appointed Prefect of Rome, one of the highest offices in the city. After his father’s death, Gregory left public life and dedicated himself entirely to God. He converted his family home into a monastery, now known as San Gregorio Magno al Celio, and embraced the monastic life.
	His wisdom and leadership led Pope Pelagius II to appoint him as a papal ambassador to Constantinople. When Pope Pelagius died in 590, Gregory was elected pope by popular acclaim. Although he preferred the quiet life of a monk, he humbly accepted the responsibility of leading the Church.
	As pope, Gregory became known for his care for the poor. During a severe famine in Rome, he ordered Church resources to be used to feed the hungry and instructed clergy to seek out and assist those in need.
	Gregory also strengthened the Church’s missionary efforts. In 597, he sent Saint Augustine of Canterbury to England, helping bring Christianity to the Anglo-Saxons. He reformed the liturgy, encouraged sacred music traditionally associated with Gregorian Chant, and wrote influential works that earned him the title Doctor of the Church.
	Widely regarded as the first great medieval pope, Gregory died in 604. He remains a model of humility, service, and faithful leadership and is the patron saint of teachers, students, musicians, and singers.

	Did You Know?
	When Saint Gregory became pope, he chose to call himself "Servant of the Servants of God." This title showed that true leadership means serving others. More than 1,400 years later, popes still use this title today.



